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thursday,  aprll  12, 1979 


cohasset  mariner 


Voters  Reject  Sewer  Treatment  Proposal 


Article  35,  one  of  two  arti- 
cles concerning  the  proposed 
sewage  treatment  facility,  was 
defeated  at  Monday’s  session 
of  the  annual  town  meeting 
after  a debate  which  lasted 
until  midnight. 

The  article,  which  request- 
ed residents  to  transfer  a 10- 
acre  parcel  of  land  bounded  by 
the  South  Shore  Music  Circus 
and  Smith  Place  to  be  used  as 
the  site  of  the  treatment  plant, 
was  defeated  246  to  113. 

Article  36  was  discussed  in 
conjunction  with  Article  35 
and  requested  $235,000  for 


plans  for  a system  of  main 
drains  and  sewers  to  be  ex- 
tended to  various  areas  of 
town.  Town  Counsel  J.  Blake 
Thaxter  ruled  the  article 
couldn’t  be  voted  on.  as  the 
previous  article’s  defeat  left 
the  facility  without  a site. 

John  Hobbs,  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Water  Commis- 
sioners. presented  the  articles 
and  discussed  the  long  history 
of  Cohasset 's  sewer  studies. 
He  also  described  the  town’s 
need  for  additional  facilities. 

According  to  Hobbs,  at  least 
10  studies  of  sewers  and 


Monday  T.M. 
Meeting 


pollution  since  1906  up  to  the 
present  Metcalf  and  Eddy 
proposal,  have  been  under- 
taken in  Cohasset.  Every 
study  recommended  positive 
sewer  action.  Hobbs  said,  but 
it  wasn't  until  1968  when  the 
present  treatment  facility  was 
built  that  any  action  was 
taken.  That  plant  treats  72,000 
gallons  per  day  serving  175 
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P Guy  southard,  formarty  associated  with  Raymond's  Paint  Store,  has  joined 

is  ' |;l^  our  staff  at  Cohasset  Hardware. 


’Guy"  Makes  It  Easy  At 

Cohasset  Hardware  Co.,  383-0184,  Cohasset  Village 
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, f New  England  Paint  Dept,  featuring  Custom  Paint  colors  by  Guy. 

a jt(  We  carry  a complete  line  of  DeVoe  Paint  (rated  No.  1 by  Consumers 
! ' £ U Research).  Cabots  Stain.  M.M.  Wax. 
rJn  1 Competitive  prices. 

We  welcome  contractors. 

Hope  to  see  you  soon. 


customers  made  of  up  resi- 
dences. businesses  and  the 
Junior-Senior  High  School. 

The  plant  now  discharges  a 
poor  quality  effluent,  Hobbs 
said.  The  plant  is  overloaded 
and  the  state  has  mandated 
that  no  more  hookups  can  be 
permitted.  Tests  of  water 
around  town  show  a pollution 
problem,  he  said.  The  federal 
Environmental  Protection 
Agency  has  given  Cohasset  a 
time  schedule  to  follow  in 
developing  an  additional 
treatment  facility  — Cohasset 
is  on  the  EPA’s  priority  list 
because  the  agency  perceives 
a need.  Hobbs  said. 

Hobbs  explained  that  pas- 
sage of  the  articles  meant  a 
site  had  been  approved  and 
more  plans  for  the  facility 
would  be  drawn  before  the 
town  meeting  was  asked  for 
permission  to  begin  construc- 
tion. 

Thomas  Hintz,  project  en- 
gineer for  Metcalf  and  Eddy, 
recommended  extended 
sewering  to  the  Hillside  area 


Da  Com  And  Sec  Oox  Expanded  Gift  Vepantmenl 
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SCITUATE  HARBOR, 
MASS. 


Please  deposit  coupon  at 

The  Welch  Company  Gift  Shop 

(near  gift  wrapping  counter) 

April  6-14 

Winner  will  receive  $150. 
Gift  Certificate 

Drawing  April  16. 

Winner  need  not  be  present. 
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No  one  affiliated  with  the  Company  Is 
eligible  to  participate. 


of  town,  the  veterans  project 
and  portions  of  Route  3A.  He 
cited  the  cove  and  gulf  areas 
around  the  harbor  which  re- 
peatedly show  pollution  pro- 
blems and  which  are  close  to 
shellfish  breeding  areas  and 
listed  several  other  polluted 
areas  which  drain  into  ground 
water. 

Cohasset’s  share  of  the 
cost  of  the  SI  2.7  million 
project  would  be  S3. 9 million; 
the  remainder  of  the  funds 
would  come  from  federal  and 
state  agencies.  The  cost  for  a 
resident  in  an  area  to  be 
hooked-up  would  be  S28Q  an- 
nually, Hintz  said.  Mainten- 
ance and  operating  costs  were 
estimated  at  $150,000. 

The  Advisory  Board  recom- 
mended both  articles.  Chair- 
man Patrick  Hurley  said,  ‘‘For 
the  town  not  to  go  forward 
would  not  be  responsible.  We 
have  no  wisdom  to  add." 

The  Capital  Budget  Com- 
mittee gave  the  project  a low 
priority.  The  committee  was- 
not  convinced,  according  to 
Chairman  Richard  Avery,  of 
the  system’s  benefits  and 
wanted  to  see  it  better  defin- 
ed. "A  small  part  of  town  is 
being  sewered,  yet  the  whole 
town  is  carrying  the  burden." 

Several  residents  echoed 
the  sentiment  that  more  in- 
formation was  needed  and 
moved  for  postponement,  but 
Moderator  David  Place  indi- 
cated the  artcicles  both  re- 
quired a two-thirds  vote  and 
that  a no  vote  would  accom- 
plish the  same  result  as  post- 
ponement. 

Hobbs  responded  to  the 
comments  by  saying.  "At 
some  point  you  have  accept 
some  professsional  compe- 
tence. On  the  part  of  the 
commissioners,  the  EPA  and 
state  agencies,  we  feel  there  is 
a need.  We  could  very  well 
have  a higher  authority  step 
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